
ALTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes of Regular Session 

Tuesday, July 15, 2025 
 
Mayor Vande Griend called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. with Council members Jorgensen, 
Kleinhesselink, Mulder, and Plathe present.  Also present were Dan Van Schepen, Josh Babcock, 
Kelli Babcock, Justin Bunkers, Dale Hansen, Cindy Hansen, Harve Keunen, Lori Keunen, 
Dustin Koele, Katy Pfaffle, Boe Sappingfield, Dale Oltmans and Laurie Tentinger.   
 
Motion by Mulder and second by Plathe to approve the agenda.  Ayes 4 
 
STORMWATER DRAINAGE ON HOEVEN DR: Fair View Meadows residents owning 
property near Hoeven Drive and Birch Avenue addressed the Council regarding the amount of 
water on their properties after flash flooding twice this month.  Dan Van Schepen, from DGR 
Engineering, spoke to the residents about the severe, unusual weather conditions that caused the 
issue and that a Hundred Year Flood does not just happen every one hundred years it is based on 
averages.  No residents in the affected area experienced water in their homes.  Residents 
expressed concern that there wasn’t a big enough pipe, there aren’t enough storm drains, and that 
the drainage pipe needs to be cleaned out.  Van Schepen explained that no matter the size of the 
pipe it would not be big enough to allow the amount of rain that fell, to get through.  He also 
noted that per the provided pictures that the drainage pond was full, so water was getting through 
the pipe, but that amount of water would also slow down the drainage.  The original drainage 
easement and grading were designed to help this type of situation. The grading was altered by 
property owners with landscaping and retaining walls and encroached on the City’s drainage 
easement. A resident asked why building permits didn’t prevent that, and Oltmans answered that 
building permits do not address landscaping. At this time Van Schepen believes the best route is 
to do topographical study and determine what grading needs to be done to return the easement to 
the original design. The City will hire a contractor to use a camera to ensure the pipe is not 
clogged or damaged.  Residents questioned who would be responsible for the repairs.  It was 
consensus of the Council to discuss cost responsibility once topographic surveys were completed 
and a plan to address the grading was created.   
 
Babcock, Babcock, Bunkers, Hansen, Hansen, Keunen, Keunen, Koele and Pfaffle left the 
meeting at 6:46 PM.   
 
Van Schepen left the meeting at 6:47 PM.  

EMERALD ASH BORER: Boe Sappingfield from Top Notch Tree Service asked the Council 
about plans to remove the remaining diseased and dead ash trees in town.  Oltmans informed the 
Council that staff completed an inventory and identified 82 trees that need to be removed.   
 
It was the consensus of the Council to bid out the removal of all 82 trees and stumps, have the 
City provide dirt work and the homeowner’s seed.  The Council also requested staff to bid out 41 
trees this year in case the full 82 trees were not in the budget.   
 
Sappingfield left the meeting at 6:53 PM.  
 



 
 
 
SEWER REIMBURSEMENT – AALBERS ADDITION:  Council discussed Brandon Mars’ 
request for reimbursement at the last Council meeting.  The Council discussed the timeline of the 
project, purchases, and the request.  The Council determined that the purchase was made, and 
materials arrived prior to the request of the council to allow installation of septic tanks.  In 
addition, the equipment purchased was still useable. Consensus was that at that time, based on 
force main costs, property owners decided to take an alternate which was more cost effective.   

Motion by Mulder and second by Plathe to deny Brandon Mars’ request for reimbursement of the 
lift stations purchased for buildings he was constructing in Aalbers Addition.  Ayes 4 

Motion by Jorgensen and second by Kleinhesselink to approve the minutes from both June 10, 
2025, meeting.  Ayes 4 
 
Motion by Mulder and second by Kleinhesselink to accept the financial reports as presented.  
Ayes 4 
 
Motion by Kleinhesselink and second by Plathe to approve the bills as presented.  Ayes 4 

 
JULY 2025 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

 
VENDOR PRODUCT/SERVICE AMOUNT 
A & M LAUNDRY INC LAUNDRY SERVICE $147.10 
AFLAC AFLAC-PRE-TAX $417.77 
AGSTATE FUEL, SPRAY $2,517.47 
AGRIVISION EQUIPMENT PARTS $136.12 
AHLERS & COONEY, P.C. 2025 GO CAP LOAN $9,752.56 
ALEX AIR APPARATUS, INC THERMAL CAMERA KIT $5,172.10 
AMERICAN STATE BANK FED/FICA TAX $11,122.79 
ANALYTICAL & CONSULTING COMPLIANCE TESTING $620.44 
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY MOWER BATTERY, DEF $146.25 
AUTOMATIC BUILDING CONTROLS ALARM SYSTEM TEST $300.00 
CONNOR BELTMAN BOOT REIMBURSEMENT $125.00 
TYSON BLOM UTILITY CONNECTION REBATE $600.00 
BLUE OTTER SOLUTIONS, LLC APGA GOAL SURVEY $430.88 
BOMGAARS SUPPLIES $196.28 
BORDER STATES INDUSTRIES, INC. METER VALVES, RISER BRACKETS $1,003.16 
CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS COPIER & PRINTER FEES $117.76 
CERTIFIED TESTING SERVICES 3RD AVE RECON GEOTECHNICAL $3,881.00 
CITY OF ORANGE CITY LAW ENF., GAS, PUDDLE JUMPER $67,260.00 
CLAYTON ENERGY CORPORATION GAS COMMODITY $5,202.45 
CLAYTON ENERGY CORPORATION GAS RESERVATION $3,697.81 
CLEVERINGA EXCAVATING 3RD AVE RECON - FLOOD $412,684.51 
CLEVERINGA EXCAVATING COMM BLDG DEPOSIT REFUND $100.00 
CONNECTIONS INC EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM $84.84 
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP HI-VIS SHIRTS $223.50 
DEERE CREDIT, INC MOWER & ACCESSORY LEASE $7,451.61 
DELEEUW GRAPHICS & SIGNS SIGNS $114.86 
DEWILD GRANT RECKERT & ASSOC ENGINEERING FEES $28,928.75 



DIAMOND VOGEL PAINT PAINT $157.48 
ECHO GROUP INC WIRE, BOX CONNECTORS, BOXES $196.40 
EMC INSURANCE COMPANIES WORK COMP - KONZ $601.12 
FOREMAN TIRE SERVICE TIRE REPAIR $44.76 
FP MAILING SOLUTIONS INK CARTRIDGE $243.18 
HEATHER GLASSER UTILITY CONNECTION REBATE $600.00 
GOODLAND PUMP SERVICE PUMP REPAIRS $6,379.06 
GRAINGER SUPPLIES, SAFETY GLASSES $189.24 
GROEBNER & ASSOCIATES INC CADWELD KIT, SUPPLIES $208.62 
HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT GROUP CHEMICALS $1,204.46 
HIEMSTRA RENTALS UTILITY CONNECTION REBATE $700.00 
HUBERS PLUMBING, HEATING TEES $88.60 
INDUSTRIAL CHEM LABS DEGREASER $124.03 
IOWA DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ANNUAL WATER SUPPLY FEE $135.68 
IOWA LEAGUE OF CITIES DUES $1,130.00 
IOWA ONE CALL LOCATES $35.20 
IOWA STATE TREASURER STATE TAX $1,048.30 
IPERS COLLECTIONS IPERS $7,480.12 
STUART C IRBY CO PRESSURE TEST PLUGS $198.02 
J-S LEADERSHIP GROUP CONSULTING SERVICES $500.00 
JOE'S TV & APPLIANCE FRIDGE $375.00 
KOPETSKYS ACE SUPPLIES, TOOLS $246.35 
L & M ENTERPRISES LOGO APPLICATION $72.00 
MACQUEEN EQUIPMENT SCBA TESTING $1,692.79 
MID SIOUX OPPORTUNITY PROJECT SHARE $155.00 
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY STREETLIGHTS $347.08 
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY ELECTRIC - BLOWOFF VALVE $28.58 
MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES ELECTRIC $50,763.37 
MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION $198.00 
MOUW MOTOR TRUCK SERVICE $110.09 
MUNICIPAL UTIL-BILLS UTILITIES $2,698.79 
NCC EMS TRAINING $120.00 
NEAL CHASE LUMBER CO SUPPLIES $277.90 
NELSON TECHNOLOGIES INC REGULATORS $624.78 
NO STREAKING INC WINDOW CLEANING $99.00 
ORANGE CITY MUNICIPAL UTILITIES BULK WATER $17,786.66 
OOSTRA BIERMA LAW LEGAL FEES $378.00 
ORANGE CITY HEALTH SYSTEM EMPLOYMENT TESTS $147.00 
ORANGE CITY SANITATION  GARBAGE HAULING $9,348.00 
PAYROLL PAYROLL 6/30/2025 $38,207.06 
PEFA, INC GAS COMMODITY $2,930.70 
PIPER SANDLER & CO DISSEMINATION SERVICES $1,500.00 
PREMIER COMMUNICATIONS IT SERVICES $1,050.00 
PRINCIPAL LIFE GROUP INSURANCE $174.44 
IRVING RAMIREZ COMM BLDG DEPOSIT REFUND $100.00 
SANITATION PRODUCTS, INC WIRE $580.00 
GRANT SCHUVER UNDERGROUND REBATE $250.00 
SENSIT TECHNOLOGIES GAS DETECTOR $2,328.04 
SIOUX COUNTY RECORDER RECORDING FEES $39.00 
SIOUXLAND DISTRICT HEALTH DEPT POOL INSPECTION $288.00 
SIOUXLAND PRESS PUBLICATIONS $155.50 
SPIREWORKS CREATIVE WEBSITE MANAGEMENT $80.00 
DEB STREFF COMM BLDG DEPOSIT REFUND $100.00 



TOWN & COUNTRY IMPLEMENT KNOB $25.45 
TREASURER - STATE OF IOWA WATER EXCISE TAX $1,924.28 
TREASURER - STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX $3,110.74 
UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY GROUP INSURANCE $381.27 
U.S. POSTMASTER POSTAGE $500.00 
VECTOR DUES, COMM LIABILITY INS, FIRST AID $10,254.00 
VERIZON CELL PHONES $518.88 
VISA REGISTRATION, SUPPLIES, DISPENSERS $1,822.44 
WELLMARK BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD GROUP INSURANCE $10,495.24 
WESCO DISTRIBUTION, INC. CRIMPER, STICK, WIRE, PEDESTALS $2,350.00 
WEST IOWA TELEPHONE TELEPHONE, FAX, INTERNET $784.17 
ZIEGLER SKID LOADER & MINI EX MAINT. $3,427.57 

 TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAYABLE $752,544.45 
 

SEWER RATES:  
 
ORDINANCE 905: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF ALTON, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO 
SEWER SERVICE CHARGES 
 
Oltmans informed the council that the ordinance was to correct a typographical error. 
 
Council Member Kleinhesselink introduced Ordinance 905. 
 
Motion by Council Member Mulder that the reading just had to be the final reading, and the 
Council dispense with the statutory provision that this Ordinance be fully and distinctly read on 
three different days as provided by section 380.3 of the Code of Iowa.  
 
Council Member Plathe duly seconded the motion.  
 
Ayes: Jorgensen, Kleinhesselink, Mulder, Plathe 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frederes 
 
And the Mayor declares the motion duly carried.  
 
Motion by Kleinhesselink that title of said bill for Ordinance be approved as set out and said bill 
for Ordinance 905 be adopted and placed on its final passage. Council Member Plathe seconded 
the foregoing motion.   
 
Ayes: Kleinhesselink, Plathe, Jorgensen, Mulder 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frederes 
 
The Mayor declares the motion duly carried and will forthwith sign the said Ordinance and the 
Clerk will add his attestation thereto, said Ordinance being adopted.   
 



LEVEL PAYMENT PLAN POLICY: Tentinger reviewed the current procedures for level 
payment plans (budget billing).   
 
Motion by Plathe and second by Kleinhesselink to approve the Level Payment Plan Procedures 
as policy.  Ayes 4 
 
LEGAL ISSUE – BUILDING PERMIT VIOLATION:  The Council discussed The Train 
Station’s building permit violation.  An outdoor structure with upper seating deck was 
constructed without a permit and encroached upon an electrical transformer.  The City has 
involved the City Attorney as it is not the first building permit issue with the owner. The owner 
was addressed twice prior to completing the project but still did not adhere to the requirements.  
City Attorney Brian Van Engen laid out different options for the Council to pursue legal action 
and possible injunctions. Council discussed a variety of options and if any would be a future 
deterrent for the party.  
 
Motion by Kleinhesselink and second by Plathe to assess a $750 fine along with a list of 
demands on how to correct the structure at owner’s expense.  After the City moves the 
transformer at the owner’s expense there will be a $100 per day fine for noncompliance for the 
first 30 days, and an escalating fee of an additional $100 per day every 30 days of 
noncompliance.  Ayes 4 
 
RAGBRAI – LIQUOR LICENSE EXTENSION: The Yard applied for a liquor license 
extension during RAGBRAI, July 19 - 20. 
 
Motion by Jorgensen and second by Kleinhesselink to approve the liquor license extension for 
the Yard for RAGBRAI. Ayes 4 
 
2025 FLOODING: Oltmans updated the Council on the progress of the 3rd Ave Reconstruction 
project and ongoing documentation with FEMA. 
 
NUISANCE:  
 
RESOLUTION 25-27: “RESOLUTION ASSESSING COSTS OF MOWING AND/OR 
WEED CONTROL AND FOR ASSESSMENT OF SAID COSTS AND CERTIFICATION 
OF SAID COSTS TO THE SIOUX COUNTY AUDITOR TO BE COLLECTED AS 
GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES” was introduced and moved for adoption by Council 
Member Mulder. Plathe seconded the motion to adopt.  
 
On roll call vote:  
Ayes: Mulder, Plathe, Jorgensen, Kleinhesselink 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frederes 
 
Whereupon the Mayor declared the Resolution duly adopted. 

BOARDS AND COMMITTEES: Oltmans informed the Council, the Rec Board still needs one 
member.  



PERSONNEL:  
 
RESOLUTION 25-28: “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALTON, IOWA, 
SETTING LIBRARY EMPLOYEES SALARIES AND WAGES FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2025-2026” was introduced and moved for adoption by Council Member Jorgensen. 
Kleinhesselink seconded the motion to adopt.  
 
On roll call vote:  
Ayes: Jorgensen, Kleinhesselink, Mulder, Plathe. 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frederes 
 
Whereupon the Mayor declared the Resolution duly adopted. 

RESOLUTION 25-29: “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALTON, IOWA, 
SETTING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR APPOINTED OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
OF THE CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026” was introduced and moved for adoption by 
Council Member Jorgensen. Plathe seconded the motion to adopt.  
 
On roll call vote:  
Ayes: Jorgensen, Plathe, Kleinhesselink, Mulder 
Nays: None 
Absent: Frederes 
 
Whereupon the Mayor declared the Resolution duly adopted. 

Motion by Kleinhesselink and second by Plathe to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 PM. Ayes 4 
 
_________________________________     __________________________________    
Mayor        City Clerk/Administrator 
Dan Vande Griend              Dale Oltmans 
 
June Revenue 

General Fund $33,308.15  Capital Disaster Fund $73,788.59 
RUT Fund $19,517.65  Capital Parks & Trails Fund $336.60 
Employee Benefits Fund $1,025.27  Water Fund $32,786.28 
Local Option Sales Tax Fund $19,935.23  Sewer Fund $30,783.28 
TIF – FVM2 Phase 1 Fund $130.38  Electric Fund $79,437.64 
Debt Service Fund $5,773.14  Gas Fund $34,294.11 
Capital Equipment Fund $515.22  Storm Water Fund $2,830.50 
Capital LMI Fund $24,080.00  Total Receipts $358,542.04 
     
     

 


